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PATENT 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Previously Amended) A method for forming a planarized layer of 
material on a processed wafer, the wafer having a top surface, the top surface having spaced- 
apart wafer upper levels and a wafer lower level that lies between the wafer upper levels, the 
wafer upper levels lying above the wafer lower level, the method comprising the steps of: 

forming a layer of first material on the top surface of the wafer, the layer of first 
material having a top surface, the top surface of the layer of first material having a first lower 
level and a first upper level that lies above the first lower level; 

forming a layer of second material on the top surface of the layer of first material; and 
chemically-mechanically polishing the layer of second material and the underlying 
layer of first material with a slurry until the layer of second material is substantially all 
removed from the layer of first material to form the planarized layer of material, the 
planarized layer of material lying over the wafer upper levels and the wafer lower level. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the first lower level lies above 
the wafer upper level. 

3. Cancelled. 

4. Cancelled. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 

wherein the planarized layer of material has a first thickness over the wafer upper 
level, and 

wherein the layer of first material is formed such that the first lower level lies above 
the wafer upper level by a valu e second thickness that is equal to a greater than the first 
thickness. 
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